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1 . S This communication is responsive to July 15, 2004 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are j^9. 
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1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Erin Harriman on June 13, 2005. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 7. In lines 2-3, delete "water-soluble liquid polyols selected from the 
group consisting of 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Taylor et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,204,230, discloses a personal care 

composition comprising 1-50% by weight of a polyhydric solvent, 1-50% by 
weight of a hydrotrope, 1 -25% by weight of a surfactant, 0-5% by weight of an 
antimicrobial agent, and water (see col. 1, line 59-col. 2, line 1). It is further 
taught by Taylor et al that the composition optionally contains 0-5% by weight of 
a gelling agent (see col. 14, lines 36-59), and chelating agents, such as EDTA 
(see col. 12, lines 12-13). However, patentee differs from applicant in that Taylor 
et al does not teach or suggest in general a composition that contains 1-20% by 
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weight of water, as required by applicant in the instant invention. Specifically, the 
examiner notes that the personal care compositions disclosed in Examples 9-12 
of Taylor et al contain between 53.86-74.8% by weight of water, which is well 
above the 1-20% by weight of water required in the instant claims. Furthermore, 
the examiner construes the term "rehydratable" to mean a composition that is 
first prepared as a liquid composition, then is dried into a solid composition that 
readily absorbs water and rehydrates, as defined by applicant on page 3, lines 
16-20 of the instant specification. Also, the examiner asserts that the 1-20% by 
weight of water required in the instant claims is crucial, since the composition 
does not need to be bottled and does not need preservatives, which would add to 
the cost of the product (see page 1, lines 17-27 of the instant specification). 
Therefore, the examiner asserts that Taylor et al does not teach or suggest in 
general a rehydratable personal care composition that is in solid form and 
contains 1-20% by weight of water. 

Accordingly, the claims viewed as a whole would not have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention after viewing the prior 
art of record. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brian Mruk whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 321 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
7:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Yogendra Gupta, can be reached on (571) 272-1316. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Brian Mruk 
June 13, 2005 

Brian P. Mruk 
Primary Examiner 
Tech Center 1700 



